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BY CHIC Жр) ГКК ЖЯ 


YES, VIRGINIA THERE IS A SNUG 


I got a phone call from Bob 
Swoger, newsletter editor of the 
Sinclair NorthAmerican Users Group. 

He had been reading a recent issue of 
SWYM, where the question was posed as 
to whether SNUG was alive or dead. 

Well, ZXir QLive Alive! is still 
being published every three months. 

Their software library, of which 
every media type and brand represented 
is their goal, is constantly 
expanding. Don Lambert, Chairman, is 
making giant inroads to interdisk-type 
compatibility and has become something 
of a disk drive guru, as well as 
"Chief Motivator" and Chairman of 
SNUG. Bob Swoger has recently written 
and published some 2068 programming 
enabling large-printer printing of 
VU-CALC files, as well as transporting 
a VU-CALC file into TASWORD! The QL 
seems to be heavily supported. They 
run a Bulletin Board Service, into 
which articles and ads can be up or 
downloaded. This Group will probably 
be around when all the local clubs 
have dissolved. Everyone should be 
supporting this organization, whether 
through technical or administrative 
contributions or financially (still 
only 10 bucks a year). 


Thanks for the call, Bob. Our 
check is in the mail. If you’d like 
to have your check in the mail, send 


a measly ten bucks to: Abed Kahale, 
ZXir QLive Alive! Newsletter, 335 West 
Newport Road, Hoffman Estates, LE 
60195. 
Long live T/SNUG!! 


SNAIL GUTS 

Momentum is building steam for 
the GNU, UNIX, inTernet Server (GUTS) 
project. Interest appears to be on 
the rise nationwide to bridge the 
IBM/T-S gap via file serving. Info on 
the info can be found by reading the 
SLIX newsletter. Here, you’ll find 
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contacts listed such as Larry Kenny, 
John Oliger, Jerry Chamkis of  Aerco, 
A. Echardt, who developed a  ROM-based 
RS-232 connection for the TS1000, апа 
Jack Dohany. What's needed at this 
time is brainstorming for the Sinclair 
Adapter. The 386 end should not be 
much problem, except for maybe legal 
ones. With multi-tasking and 32-bit 
bussing being the norm, one can 
partion off a memory area where the 
entire particular Sinclair ROM can be 
copied and run from, together with 
two-way translation in the same area. 

The real info can be found on the 
Internet BBS system. This is a system 
linking volunteering BBSes together, 
and can be logged onto by dialing 
328-4944 or 367-3837 in the Seattle 
area. Once there, there аге several 
News Groups that will supply a wealth 
of information. 

SEATUG member Pat O'Reilly has 
access to this system, and is looking 
into this project. The system uses an 
E-MAIL system called SNAIL MAIL, in 
case you were wondering where that 
strange subject title came from. 


MAYBE WE'LL MEET IN THE MIDDLE? 

Speaking of copying Sinclair ROMs 
into 386 memory, the latest issue of 
QZX notes that on Internet, a file has 
been found that will emulate a 
Sinclair Spectrum 48K Z80-based 
computer. This is not a ROM copy, 
however, but а 803865Х (at least) 
program requiring VGA graphics, that 
is called JPP-B2.ZIP. To make this 
program runnable, another file is 
required that is called SPECTRUM.ROM. 
Unfortunately, that one is not yet 
available, due to copyright reasons. 

With work in progress trying to 
adapt to the IBM end, it’s good to see 
progress from the other side toward 
this one. 


EPROM BURNER FOUND! 

It seems incredible, but the 
SEATUG detectives have brought forth 
that elusive 2068 accessory! There 
are three sections to it: The software 
(in SEATUG's library), a 
power/"burning"-voltage supply board 
and the main board. For the purpose 
of avoiding embarrassment, we can't 
say where it's been hiding, all this 
time. However, let it be known that 
I now have, at least, temporary 
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custody and am dillegently checking it 
out. It will accept either 64K or 
128K EPROMS, so we ought to have a lot 
of fun with this. 


JULY MEETING RESCHEDULED 

Since Independence Day is the 1st 
week in that month, the SEATUG meeting 
will be pushed to the 2nd Thursday, 
instead of the 1st one. That's a move 
trom July 2nd to July 9th. See you 
then! 


THE SUMMERTIME BLUES 

SEATUG attendances during the 
summer are typically miniscule, as 
summer vacations, family drop-ins, 
etc. take precident. Even so, the 
die-hards will perservere. The June 
meeting was all but forgotten, save 
for myself, Pat, Dave and Malcolm 
doing impromtu in the Bank building’s 
parking lot. 


ARTICLE SOLICITATION 

The pickings are getting slim, 
again, at the SWYM article warehouse. 
The shelves are just about bare, and 
pretty soon, all you'll be reading are 
the meeting minutes and these droning 
editorials. Surely you don't want to 
be left with just that! 

Please, whatever you've been 

doing computer-wise, scratch a note on 
a napkin and mail it to your poor, 
struggling editor, so he can have 
something interesting to publish and 
we all can have something interesting 
to read! 


NEWSLETTER HEAVEN 

T/SNUG is generously offering to 
pick up anyone’s club news, in case 
they decide to cease publishing a 
newsletter. SMUG has announced their 
newsletter will die, but the club will 
continue. I suspect ZX-er, QLIVE 
ALIVE! will scoop up anything they may 
produce, now. 

There could be an RIP for SWYM 
and/or SEATUG in 70А, if current 
trends continue. 


INPUT: 


Bonjour Chuck, 


I have received your newsletters 
for March and was very pleased at what 
you said about my newsletter. You 
pinpointed the idea behind my 
newsletter. And I also noticed a 
particular graphic. Yeah! 

I read in I.S.T.U.G. newsletter 
of Mar-Apr that Computer Monthly might 
drop us out. What could we do as a 
group to fight back? Show interest! 

Every member should. write to the 
Editors of Computer Monthly at: 


Computer Monthly 
Box 55886 
Birmingham, AL 35255-9951 


Together, we will mean interest 
to them. Let's do it! 

If I can't reach you again before 
vacation, extend my best wishes to all 
the members of your group for 
refreshing vacations. 


Andre 


OUTPUT: 


Thanks for the input, Andre. А11 
of us enjoy your unique efforts and 
look forward to each and every issue. 

As for Computer Monthly, what do you 
say, gang?? There’s nothing like a 
good, positive, public response to 
change a policy decision. Let's keep 
the column alive! 


SWM 
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OS MINUTES 
C. SEATUG 
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By ata fooled Post, President 


April 2, 1992 


The meeting was called to order 

by President Malcolm Post at 7:50 PM. 
There were six members present. 

Dave Battershill, the Treasurer, 
reported a balance as of March 31 of 
$499.70. 

It was decided at the February 
meeting after there were several 
suggestions offered otherwise (when 
the President was absent) to continue 
the dues at $10.00 for 1992, in spite 
of the relatively large treasury 
balance. The thinking was that the 
money could be used to enhance our 
activities and still continue with our 
publications. 

Our plans to develop and create 
new ROMs for our projects using the 
club’s EPROM burner was still thwarted 
by our inability to locate a missing 
component, a connector to attach it to 
the computer. If it cannot be 
located, one of us will create a new 
one using the information on the 
schematic of the EPROM burner. 

The business portion of the 
meeting was concluded at 9:07. There 
followed a discussion of infra-red 
communication with computers. One of 
our members is planning to use this 
technique to communicate with a robot 
he is building. He has been able to 
capture an oscillograph picture of the 
output of an ordinary TV/VCR remote 
control signal. Analysis of this will 
enable him to construct a device to 
send control signals to his robot. 

May 7, 1992 

The meeting was called to order 

by President Malcolm Post at 8:00 PM. 
There were six members present. 

Dave Battershill, the Treasurer, 
reported a balance as of April 30 of 
$534.95 in the treasury. He received 
dues from one member since the last 
meeting. 

Chuck has had communications 
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from the new SNUG officials. It was 
pointed out that our club membership 
is no longer up to date. Our past 
experience with the former officials 
of SNUG did not get us the promised 
newsletters, but we know how difficult 
it is to get things done with only 
volunteer help. However, we voted to 
give them another chance and will send 
$10.00 to renew our membership. This 
should provide us with material to 
distribute through our newsletter. 

This brought up the subject of 
who, if anyone, is getting the Toronto 
club’s newsletter. It was suggested 
that possibly Robert may have them. 
Chuck will contact him and determine 
if they could be sent to a more active 
member. 

Pat would like to know what 
progress is being made in interfacing 
with IBM-type personal computers. He 
will try to contact those in 
California who were working on it. 

Malcoim received a telephone call 

from a former user of a Timex 2068 
system who would like to sell his 2068 
and related items. He was told that 
the market for these items was not 
very active and our club receives more 
inquiries from people wanting to sell 
than those wanting to purchase this 
type of equipment. Malcolm offered to 
circulate a list of the equipment at 
the the meeting if it was provided. 
The list was circulated and no firm 

offers were forthcoming, but a 
suggestion was put forth that the club 
would be willing to hold an auction of 
the equipment if we could come up with 
an agreement for a portion of the 


proceeds. 
Malcolm will not be available for 
the June meeting. It маны be 


conducted by the Treasurer. Because 
Malcolm will not be in town on the 
regular date of the July Meeting, it 
was voted to postpone the meeting one 
week until July 9th. 

The business portion of the 
meeting concluded at 8:54 and was 
followed by a demonstration of the use 
of the EPROM burner. Unfortunately, 
there were problems which appeared to 
be associated with the power supply, 
so no EPROMs were burned, this time. 

There will be an effort to solve the 
problem between meetings, so that next 
meeting we сап get some useful 
output. 


ci m 


Project Suggestions 
T/S 1000 


1. Memory 
a. Battery-backed CMOS in 8K to 40K region. 
b. Battery-backed CMOS in 16K to 48k region 
c. Battery-backed CMOS in 8K to 64K region. 


d. Battery-backed CMOS in 8K to 40K region with 8K bank-switching in 40K 


to 48K region. 

e. Plug-in memory cards in 16K to 32K region. (CMOS or ROM). 

f. Bank-switched CMOS in 8K to 16 K region. 

g. Revised КОМ. 

h. Complete bank-switching in 8K blocks . 
2. Tape Port 

a. Filter similar to Qsave or Tape Dubber. 

b. RS-232 port (Hardware & software). 

c. Optical computer interface. 

d.Teletype 20 ma. interface. 

e. Video monitor port. 

f. Connect standard serial printer (requires driver program and translation). 
3. Speaker output. 


4. Power Supply 
a. Regulated 6 volt input in place of 9 volt. 
b. Completely external 9 volt and 5 volt sources input at rear connector. 
c. Larger heat-sink on internal regulator. 
d. External 9 volt (or 6 volt) battery source with re-charger. 
e. LED indicator on power supply input. 


5. Keyboard 
a. External standard size keyboard. 
b. Add repeat function to keyboard. 
c. Add more functions to keyboard. 
d. New keyboard with its own processor which interrupts CPU. 


6. Disk Drive 
a. Adapt IBM type controller and disk drives. 
b. Write software drivers for IBM disk system. 
c. Modify operating system to accept disk commands. 


7. Input/ Output Ports 
a. Expand I/O port decodeing. 
b. Attach parallel port using 8255-5 processor. 
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7. YO Ports (continued) 
c. Attach parallel port using Zilog PIO processor. 
. Attach serial port using Zilog SIO processor. 
e. Attach Digital to Analog (D/A) and A/D converters and write software. 


8. Video Display 

a. Provide for Inverse video (hardware and/or software). 

b. Additional font styles 

c. High resolution graphics (192 x 256 pixels). 

d. Scaleable fonts (graphics plus software). 

е. Move program Display Area to fixed location. 

f. Provide separate processor for diaplay. (Requires modification of operating 
System software.) 

g. Provide for 80 column display. (Would require monitor and faster hardware 
driver and modified software.) 


9. Central Processing Unit 
a. Faster CPU (ie. Z80-B ) 
b. New computer that runs faster and will emulate ZX81 so that programs are 
compatible but also has more capability. 


10. Clock 
a. Time of day and date . 
b. Count down timer in software. 
c. Install Zilog CTC. 
11. Operating System Enhancements 
a. Combine speed of Q-Save with versatility of XLR8 options 
b. Add functions to BASIC 
c. Machine code utility programs 


12. Application Software 
a. Stock Analysis 
b. Graphical Plotting Program 
c. Home security system 


